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To grow in faith and character through fellowship, service, and spiritual discipline

Welcome to the Sanford church of Christ Youth Ministry. If you are a parent of one of our youth group members or a family who has recently moved to this area. We are excited to partner with you!

Here at Sanford, we believe that the home is the main facet of faith development in children of all ages.
This is why we say we are excited to “PARTNER” with you. We do not believe it is healthy for the church to try and take over the spiritual development of your student. Instead, we are dedicated to supplementing what you are already doing in your home. We also want to be able to provide any resources you may need to form a “culture of faith” in your own home. 

CLASSES
We believe in Biblical teaching for the sake of GROWING in faith and knowledge.
We have regular Bible class three times a week, Sunday morning at 9:30, Sunday evening at 6, and Wednesday evening at 7.
Sunday morning: these classes will typically be a study of a specific book of the Bible. We produce some of our curriculum in house and some is guided by the PEARLS program that Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes puts out every year.
Sunday evening: These classes are a combination of all our children (ages k-12) where we spend the evening as a group learning the books of the bible, the themes of each book, memorizing scripture, and other important facts about the bible as a whole.
Wednesday evening: These classes are a bit more topical. While the Bible will be our main source of study, we will try and discuss things that teens face on a regular basis. All of these topics will fit into one of the following categories:
· Authentic Faith
· Spiritual disciplines- Scripture reading, prayer, worship, meditation, etc.
· Moral boundaries- Using scripture to set boundaries of right and wrong in our lives so Satan cannot surprise us
· Healthy relationships- Friendships, family, dating (age appropriate), etc.
· Wise choices- Doing what’s right at the cost of what is easy
· Ultimate authority- How and why God has the final say
· Others first- Serving, evangelism, giving, etc.

You are ALWAYS WELCOME to be in any of our classes!
Activities
Connecting our students in a COMMUNITY with other Christian teens and adults is vital to a healthy development of their faith.
We want to spend time together in meaningful ways. At school, students are surrounded by all kinds of different influence. There are hundreds of people in each of our students lives that can influence them, whether good or bad. We want to create the opportunity for them to be influenced by other Christians. Here’s how: 
· We have monthly fellowship nights for our youth group. These could be devotionals at a member’s house, game nights at the church building, bowling nights and sometimes trips to places like Fun spot or Disney!
· During the summer these fellowships tend to happen at least once a week since our students have a lot more free time. 
· Family Sundays. At Sanford we are a “Forever Family.” On the fourth Sunday of every month we cancel evening services and have a potluck family lunch in our fellowship hall.
Our ultimate goal is for our students to develop healthy friendships that result in fun, growth, and accountability. We do this by eating together, playing together, worshipping together, and studying together!
Service
We believe that serving is a great way to encourage growth in our students
Serving our community- Serving others in our community is not only a great way for teens to grow, but a great way to share the gospel also! Some of these service opportunities are:
	-Food pantry on Tuesdays from 9:30-12
	-Ronald McDonald house
	-Making gift baskets for new families in our community
Serving our congregation-When one of our members is in need, we want our students to be available to help in any way possible. In the past this has taken many forms:
	-Doing yard work for the elderly
	-Helping members move
	-Setting up for VBS
Serving in our congregation- We want all our students to serve within our congregation. That can take the form of leading singing during worship, serving communion, or helping teach children’s classes. Whatever the case may be, we want our students to know they are a valuable part of the congregation.
Discipleship
We seek to create biblical disciples out of our students.
We want our students to look like Jesus, for that to happen we must look like Jesus. When Jesus interacted with his disciples he stuck to a clear pattern:


Teaching                                  Showing                      Creating opportunities

This pattern of discipleship is exactly what we strive for in our youth ministry. We seek to have sound and practical teaching, to have our students see their leaders and parents living out the teachings of the bible, and finally to create opportunities for our students to do the same.

Communication
We seek to be in constant communication with each other over what the youth group is currently teaching, planning, and doing. By you as a parent knowing what’s going on in the youth group it allows you to reinforce the teaching at home, provide resources that will help them and plan for upcoming events.
W also want to be in regular contact with you so that you will be aware of our calendar costs well in advance. We don’t want anything to take you by surprise, here are some of our communication methods:
Email:
Nick.jones@sanfordcoc.org
Facebook: 
We have our own youth group Facebook page. Simply go on Facebook and search “Sanford church of Christ youth group” or add “Nick Jones” as a friend and he will add you to the page himself!
Face to face:  
We want to spend time with you face to face! If you ever have any questions, please come and talk to Nick in person. The more time we can spend together the better!
If you ever need to get in contact with Nick, his number is 407-579-1196 and you can call or text him any time of day!
Here’s what we need from you:
· Whenever your student(s) are having a special performance, sporting event, or are being recognized for something, we would love to know! We as a group seek out events like this where we can go support each other and enjoy fellowship with each other. This doesn’t mean that we can be at every event, but we can’t be there if we don’t know about it!
· If your student is ever in the hospital or struggling in some way, please let us know ASAP! We want to be praying for them and able to come visit if possible.
· If you have any questions, concerns, complaints, praises, etc. please give them! We never know how we can serve families better if you don’t tell us!
· We need your communication to be directly with us, that is with Nick or one of the Elders. It won’t do anyone any good if you voice your concerns to the other parents or to students. In fact, those things will result in a culture of complaining and gossip. The worst part is that your students will learn to do the same thing!

We always want to know:
How were doing?
What can we do better?














Things about Nick
Born- April 20, 1996
Born again- August 1,2010
Hobbies- Basketball, video games, cards, McDonalds
Favorite foods- Chicken wings, chicken tenders, sandwiches
Favorite TV shows- The office, friends, Seinfeld
Favorite movies- Holes, transformers, transformers 2, transformers 3, transformers 4, and really any movie that has Shia le Bouf in it
Favorite athlete- Lebron James
Education- I have a BA in Bible and family ministry from Harding University and am currently studying to get my master’s in divinity from HST
Favorite book of the Bible- The gospel of John
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